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A moving story of one woman's experiences at the hands of Iranian revolutionaries. A triumphant

example of faith, humor, courage and love.
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Earlier in 1978 a religious march in the city of Qum protested a newspaper article critical of the

exiled Islamic leader, Ayatu'llah Khomeini, at which the police opened fire, seventeen seminary

students were killed, and the government was denounced as anti-Islamic. As religious

fundamentalism swept the country, Iran's largest religious minority, the Baha'is, became vulnerable;

their houses were looted, livestock stolen, shops attacked and many were taken to mosques to be

forced to accept Islam by those who considered the Baha'i faith to be a heretical sect. Although

Baha'is were obedient to the government and their religion does not allow them to take part in

politics, they were considered a threat; burning and looting spread and Olya's house was filled with

refugees. There had been phases of intense persecutions previous to this, in the 1950s, the 1920s

and in the last century when 20,000 early believers were massacred.When the Pahlavis left Iran, the

streets exploded in jubilation and two weeks later Ayatu'llah Khomeini proclaimed the birth of a new

state where all were to be free: "Interrogating people about their beliefs is forbidden. No one can be

persecuted or punished purely for holding certain beliefs." Official recognition and freedom to

practice their religion, educate their children in their faith and be represented in parliament was

extended to Christians, Jews, and Zoroastrians but not to Baha'is, although recognized as a

separate religion by the United Nations. The belief that a new messenger of God had come to



herald the long-awaited regeneration of humanity was considered a wicked heresy just as Christ's

proclamation had been 2,000 years earlier.
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